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TO THE 
Right Honourable 
Sir PATIENT WARD, Kt 
Lord Mayor of the Ciry of LONDON; 
: And to the Right Honourable 
or FOH XN IULODORE, Ke. 
Lord Mayor Ele&; 
And to the 


Court of Aldermen. 


Right Honourable ! 


Ow much TI have reſfolv'd 
and endeavour'd to de- 
cline ſuch publick Ser- 
vices as theſe, out of a 


| real ſenſe of my own unfitneſs for 
| them, 


as + The Epiſtle 


them, thoſe harare concerned in the 
diſpoſal thereof \canr ſufficiently. beac 
me witneſs; for though I have ſome- 
times appeared as publickly as I am 
like to db/nawzy: yet: hath been 
more out .of . Neceſlity than Choice, 
_ do I ſee -— Pay at preſent 
to changermy Opuuan,; but yer, ha- 
ving ſuch a ſpecial Order for it, 1 
find a great deal of Reaſon to alter 
miy Reſoſution ; and indeed I ſhould 
. as much depart trom my.own ſence 
of the thing it ſelf, ſhould I not do ir 
now, as I thould have done to have 
ventured upon it without ſuch an 
Obligation: Forthough. in imitation ' 
of the Prophet's Faithfulnefs. and 
'Z&al for God' and his} Country; 1 
thought,it my- Duty, as a Miniſter 
of the Gaſpet, and as a Native-of 
this great City, whoſe welfare I haye 
© much reaſon to be. concerned for, 


ro 


-Dedicatory!”! 
ta -preach-the Sermon; yet'd ſhould 
never have offered to prutt it;g:thaz's 
your own Act and Leed, and not 
mine ; and' therefo&'it would be pre- 
ſumption 1 in me, and not modeſty, to 
offer to'cxchſe it, May it but do's 
much good.in the Publication as it 
was honeſtly iritended in the Preach- 
; ricthen we ſhall all of us have 
our - Ends, and many others alſo have 
cauſe to give thanks to God, and to 
pray bc 6 would give your Lord- 
(hips;  in* particular, 4 ame bet- 
ter than that of Sons and Daughters, 
and make you, and all your Bre- 
rhren, as eminent for Goodneſs, as 
you are in Place and Dignity. That 
this Famous and Renowned City 
may be always as ha opry in its Via- 
griemes, as it already n 1s whole- 
om Laws and Coaliaitions . For 
which, and all other Bleſſings upon 
It 


* - 


ge 14. line 16. read nanarerat. P. 16, 1. 23. for will be reach» 
ing, 1. will be found reaching. F- 28. L alt, dele ws, BP. 29+ 112+ 
{. think, that fool, x. think, that we foal 


(1) 


Jer. 5. 29. 
Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith 


the Lord! Shall not my Soul be 
avenged on ſuch a Nation as thu? 


HE Prophet Jeremiah, was al- 

ways a Man of very great P 

and Zeal for God, and very 

fionately concern'd for the Good 

and Wellfare of his Country ; the 
Calamities of which, he not only foretold, bur 
liv'd allo to bear a very 7 great ſhare in ; and there- 
fore well may he be ſtiled,as he often is,the Weeping 
Prophet ; ſince all-che while he forelaw woe Mt- 
ſeries, his Mind muſt needs be very deepl 
with them, and-in a ſenſe lufter under Len bo. be- 
fore any of the reſt of his unbelieving 
Men did: and the more too from their: Wicked- 
neſs and Inf deliry, which was indeed the great 
G_—_— of them: For as he was a good Man 
the general,he knew the Juſtice of God would 
ſuch a Wicked dn to go long un- 


—— ab wool 
B 


Mat. 24- 
12» 


Mat. 16. 


(2) 


he was told both the time and manner when 
and how it ſhould be done. Which though none 
of us now dare preterid unto, yet upon a jult eſti- 
mate of chings, when we ſee Wickedneſs abounling, 
and Atheiſm and Prophanels breaking in upon us 
like a mighty Torrent, when the love of many waxes 
cold, and that Zeal for God which ought to be 
in us all, is turned into an Artifice to promote 
the latereſt of a Party ; when Charity ro Men, 
which ought to be univerſal, extends it (elf no 
farther than to thoſe of our own way; nay, and 
vents it ſelt in Malice and Revenge againſt all 
others, we may without any new Revelation, 
by the ſuns of the times, that are already given us, 
eahly underſtand what ſhall be the end, of theſe 
things; and then it matters not which way the 
Juſtice of God brings it to pals, fince we have ſo 
much Reaſon to fear he will certainly doit, let 
our Deftruſtion come from Rame or France, or 
what is worle, let it be bred our, of the corrupt 
Humours of our own Bowels. Let it come from 
far, orlet it ſpring upat home, it is all one when 
it is come ; for whoever is the Inſtrument, 'God 
is the Author, let who will be the Executioner. 
God's Juſtice muſt firſt ſign the Warrane for ir, 
_—— _ certainly do, where-ever Sin and 
Wackednels grows rampant and - outragious. 
Thexe's -=iF Ink Law and. Juſtice for _—_ 
asfor Judah, . and if there be che ſame Sins, t 


will 
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C3) 

will be the ſame Videarion, and the ſame. Ven- 
geance« It is not, Shall Tnot yifit for your Sins 
alone ?- bur, Shall I not viſat for theje things where- 
pycr they are commitred ? He doth not lay, Shall 
not my Soul be avenged on this, but on ſuch a Nation 
«4s thu? And it we now are [o, it concerns us as 
muchas them, 

The Words in general, are a plain and full De- 
claration of the heavy Dilpleaſure, and Juſt In- 
dignation of God bs (te and Jeruſalem, for 
their notorious and abominable Sins and Wick- 
edncls; and thothey are{poken by way of Que- 
ſtion, yet they do not in the leaſt expreſs any 
doubting of the Truth of-che Thing, bur rather 
the contrary; for t'sa Rule in expounding Scrip- 
ture, 'that Afﬀurmative Queſtions do very vehe- 
mently. deny, and Negative Queſtions do 
"Ss afhrm, becauſe are in the nature 
of an Appeal about things that are ſuppoled to be 
on all a 


God pervert [hn or doth the Almighty pervert 
Juſtice? No, we know he neither doth, nor 


nted; as for Example, Doth Job 8. 3. 


can. So again, Shall nat the - Fudg of all the Earth Gen. 15: 


do right > Yes, doubtleſs he will. So here in the '* 
Text, Shall be not viſit and take Vengeance? Yes, 
certainly he (hall and will, and there is none 


can hinder him. 
But more particularly, in the Words there are 


two Parts. 
B 2 1ſt. An 


: [UYSY. 

1ſt. An Account of God's Purpoſe and Reſo- 
lution concerning the Nation and People of the 
Jews, to puniſh them ſeverely for their many 
and great Sins: and the Expreſſion implies an 
intention of great Severity indeed, not only to 
corre& them with ſome Gin Judgment, but e- 
ven to cut them oft from being a People, To make 
—_ ” av utter nnd Ye Shall I not viſit, ſhall not 
my Soul be avenged? thatis, I will do it with all 
my Might, and will delight in it too, whilſt 1 
thereby make my {elf amends for all che Trouble 
they have put me'to. As he ſpeaks allo by the 
I6.1.24- Prophet I/aiah in the like cale ; 4b, I will eaſe me of 

mane yn; avenge me of mine Enemies. 
2dly, Reaſon or Cauſe of this implied in 


the Text, and more at range ex in the 


Chapter to which the Words refer ; Shall I not 
viſa for theſe things, before mentioned, and be a- 
venged on 1uch a People as are here deſcribed ? 
In the farther Proſecution of which, I ſhall by 
God's Grace endeavour to ſhew : i. How God 
is ſaid to viſit a Nation or People? 2. What 
thoſe things are that he thus viſits for. 4. Whar 
Reaſon we of this Nation have to fear and expect 
ſuch a thing? And, 4. What we are to do in 


luch a Cale, and under ſuch Circumſtances as 
ours are ? 


(5) 

I. How Godis (aid to viſit a Nation or Peo- 
= The word is inScripture uſed in a three- 
old ſence. 

z. It's ſometimes an expreſſion of kindneſs, 
and intends deliverance, as Gen. 50. 24. God 
will ſurely viſit you, and bring you out of this Land : 
So Lake 1. 68. He hath viſited and redeemed his 
People ; in both which the latter expreſſion 

former. Therefore 


ſhews the meani the b 

the Pſalmiſt ow God would viſit him with 
his Salvation. But this cannot be here, 
becauſe the things -referr'd to, deſerve no ſuch 
kindneſs. Befides, the next words ' of taking 
vengeance, ſufficiently explain what kind of V1- 
fication is here intended, viz, of Juſtice, and not 
of Mercy. 

2. The word ſignifies ſometimes-an Inquiſi- 
tion into the ſtate of Afﬀairs by a judicial Pro- 
cels, as Exed. 3. 16. Ibave ſurely viſited you, and 
ſeen that which is done unto you-; that is, 1 have en- 

ired into, examined, and conſider'd your 
caſe: Job 31. 14. When God viſuteth, what 
I anſwer him ? Not that God needs any ſuch thing 
toinform him, for he knows all the wickednels 
in the World as ſoon as it is ated; but he ſpeaks 
after the manner of Men, for the clearer mani- 
feſtation of his own Juſtice, and the greater 
terror to them: as it was in the cale of Sodom, 
| whole 


Gen. 1 
21. 


6) 
whole ſins cried to Haven, yet lays God, I will 


' 26 down and. ſee whether they hehehe: altoge ber 'ac- 


carding to the cry which is came #nte me: arr expr 
rather of Juſtice than want ot Incelligeace. 

The word alſo ignites the execution of 
ain in the Poyyr aug ot Sin; Numb. z6; 
2 they be vijuted after the viſuation of all Men ; 
Me rey be be punilthed, ot cut off, and de- 
royed in an ordinary manner. So Exad. 32. 

4a hf nr viſt, 1 will viſit cher ſan upon 
is, when I come to take vengeance, 
Ce Grfek: Thus he is ſaid to viſit the 
of the. Fathers- upon the Cinldren ; that is, to 
pond hm holieaichororketh of theſe two 
urge are thele words to be underſtood, 
they do; allure ws, both-of the Juſtice 
yonY rs of God, againſt all ungodlineſs 
whatſoever. For-as he will not d hand 
over head, as we commonly ſpeak, and raſhly 
any, without enquiry. into, and full 
knowledg of the Cale : So he will be as ſtrit 
and ſevere in the taking Vengeance, and none 

hall divert or hinder him fro: it. 


Il. What are thoſe things that he thus viſits 
tor ? You lee, according to the Prophet's man- 
ner of expreding himlel, it is tor Sin and Wick- 
ednels; and by the coherence of thele words 
with he celt of the Chapter, you will find of 


what 


(72) 

what kind and quali 4 Si wee; andin- 

deed they were of luch a nature, that henetber 

FT could, nor would bear any longer with them ; - 

| they are ſuch as he hath always uſed to puniſh 

| with the ues Severity,cſpecially roo. when the 
Guile and Contagion ot. them hath been (o 
and fpreading, as theirs was at that time; as 1 
plainly felt throughour this Chapter ; Nay, 
there is not any one of the.Sins: here mentioned, 
bur is in ir {elk (o provoking in/ the ſight of God, 

| that ic muſt needs be the: occalion of very dread. 

tul Calamities.; what then can. we expect. from 

\uch a complicaton of Wickednets as is here {and 

to be met cogether in' one, but utter Ruine and 

Deſtruction ? | | ba 

. 14. They are acculed of a general failure and 

_ in the Afﬀairs of Juſtice and common Ho- 

n:tty; few or none applying themletlves to-the 

practice. of Righteouſnels, to deal fai and 

truly in the World. A Sin as great in its felt as 

it was common amongſt them ; for the People 

of Jeruſalem were generally fo- corrupt, that a 

Man might go to and fre, from Street to Sweet, yea, 

from Houle tro Houle, tor a long time and way 

together, and yet not light on any one .Man, that ver, r. 

was ſincerely righteous and truly religions. And 

ſurely then it was high time for God co arile,both 

for the Vindication of his own Truth and Juftice, 

and for the Convittion and Puniſhment of the 

| notorious 
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(8 
notorious LEES for tho- —_—__ 
God may bear with wicked Men a long 
Pla. 18, yet when the Floods of Ungodiineſs ſwell "biph, an 
4: ike a mighty Torrent bear down all before them, 
” = and he always doth then a wy and en- 
his Viſication ;- and we ſhall 
find & is Temper one of the immediate fore-run- 
ners, as well as juſt occaſions, of a general Ruine 
and DeftruRion. When the old World was 
Gen, 6, drown'd, it was becauſe it was fill d with Violence, 
11, 13, all Fleſh bad corrupted its way aps Earth ; x 
13> when Sodom and Gem Gl, i it was not ſo 
much for the wk as the generality of their 
Wickednels; for as bad as were, yet if there 
Gen, 18. had been but ten righteous Perſons found there, they 
3: might,for ought Liec,have remained to this very-Day. 
Mat. 11. And ſo it was here with Judah and Jeruſalem.- Nor 
23- wasthische Faulr of the poorer fort of People, 
but even of the greater, who, one would have 
thoyght, ſhould have been berter, as having 
greater Opportunities of knowing che Will of God; 
and mare leiſure to pratile the ſame : But theſe 
(ſaiththe Prophet) have altogether broken the Toke, 
Ver. 5. and burſt the Bonds , as if their Greatneſs ſerved 
only to impower them to do the greater Miſchief, 
and then to protect them againſt the Laws. 
2. Thoy are accuſed of Fo corngibleneſs under 
, Judgments, that tho they bad been | ſtricken, 'yet they 
' bad nat grieved ; yea, tho they bad been conſumed, yet, 


(9) 

they re to receive .Corretiion. - had been 
Ceſk end yet would _ warning ; 
they had been leverely corrected, and yet were ne- 
ver the berter or the more reformed; nay, they 
were grown the more obſtinate and perverle,than 
which nothing can be more provoking unto God, 
there being in it that Obttinacy that gives the 
greateſt malignity unto Sin, and thole Aggra- 
yations that {ooneſt fill up the meaſure of it. 

3. They. are accuſed of A and Un- 
cleanneſs, a Sin as great as any, as ſeverely 
puniſhed in all Ages,as being greatly diſhonoura- 
ble unto God,and the occaſion of Confufion 
and lnjuſtice Men, and yet committed 
by them with the Aggravations of Impu- 
dence, Frequency and Generality with the reſt; 
yea, and with one more even amidlt the abun- 
dance of ourward Bleſlings to engage them to the 
contrary.; For when he fed them to the full, they then 
aſſembled themſetves by Troops in the Harlots Houſes, 
whereby the Plenty he afforded them, to ftreng- 
then and enable them the better for his Service, 
ſerved only to pamper their Luſts; as if like ſo 
many Stallions they were ted on purpole to be 
the more luſtful, every one, laith he, neighed after p,, + 
his Neighbours Wife ; that is, not only luſted after 
her in his Hearr, but was impatient to obtain his 
luſttul Defire upon her. 


C 4. They 


——_— oc . en OE SET 


wo) 
4. They are accuſed of a dizbelief' of God's 
Word by his Prophets and Miniſters ; The Pro- 


Per.13. phets, ſay they, ſhall become Wind, and the Wierd & me 


Pyov. 1. 
2 
aw” 


Prov 


Fer. 7. 


m them, They ſpeak not from God, bur fright 
us with bug-bear. Tales of their own deviſing ; 
the Evil they threaten ſhall betal chemlelves, and 
not us. ASin lo greatin it ſelf, that it's thought 
ſufficient to be its own puniſhmeae, when wicked. 
Men ſhut their eyes againſt the cleareſt Light, 
their Hearts have been hardened againſt . the 
c— Convictions ; but that is not always the 
puniſhment of it, bu rather the forerunner 
of Th greater Evils, and many times the means. 
whedy choſe Evils are brought about : for 
when any Perſon, or People, laugh at God's Coun- 
kt, and will take none of bis Reproofs he commonly, 
ives them up to a reprobate mind, whereby their de- 
rution becomes the more great and certaia :. 
ha he that being often-reproved, hardeneth bu Heart, 
i ſal uddenly be deſtroyed, and that without Remedy :. 
ruth Godly facal to the People of the Jews, a-- 
gainſt whom the Wrath of God aroſe for this very cauſe, 
as we aretold 2 (bron.z 6.16, till there was na Re- 
medy . and | pray. (70d it prove.notas ſadly la. to. 
us. 
5. They are acouſed ot Apoſtacy from God 
_ Religion ; They have forſaken me, and ſworn 
by them that are no Gods : An Offence of an heinous 
nature indeed,and luch as God always very highly 


relents 


(11) 
reſents 2s moſt againſt his Honour,and one of the 
higheſt Acts of Treaſon againſt his Crown and 
Dignity ; upon which account he is often ſtiled 
A jealous Ged, a teraper that's always attended ***<-29 
with an implacable rage and fury ; and therefore #;..s. 
no wonder if the vengeance he Ck to take, be 3+ 35- 
in a phrate that denotes the greateſt reſent- 
, meat of a thibg thae can be, Shall not my Soul be 
—_— an emphartical Speech indeed, and ex- 
higheſt —_ guar) luch as engages 
- whole power of God to make it good. 
6. \Thera are acculed of nib Guile, in 
Conſpiracies and Plots of Miſchief, to undermine 
and ruine each other. They lay wait as be that fet- V-16,27, 
teth Snares ; they ſet a Trap,they catch Men : 4s a Cage 
s ſull of Birds, fo are their Houſes full of decent. 
A Charge very great and heinous indeed, in as 


| much as this particular Sin hath ſomethi of ma- 
lignity in it more than the reſt ; for beſides the e- 
aſpe&it hath uponReligion, jr has a faral influ- 


ence upon Society, and not like the reſt occaſions 

the ruin and deſtruction of the guilty only, a 

by an unuſual barbarouſneſs rs inhumanity 

the innocent too : and it hath ofcentimes thi, - 
redient to0,to make it the more heinous, in that 

- falſe Oaths and Perjuries(the moſt faral Snares 

HA lnnocence) it converts Government into O 

preſſion, and Juſtice into Murder ; for when 

| Formalitics of it are by ſuch curſed Acts wrelted 

C 2 £o 


Ver.31. 


Pak 12. 
ICs 


Ib 58.1. 


2 Chron. Trumpet, and cry an Alarm to awaken Men out of 


13,12.. 


(12) 
to the malice of: {uch greedy Wolves; the Wids 
dows and the Orphans are in the greatelt danger, 
and the juſt upright Man the ſooneft made a prey; 
than which,as nothing can-be more diſhonourable 
to Righteoulnels and Truth ; ſo nothing more 
deſtructive to the _—_ of = ftince what 
God appointed for their retuge, bur rerapt 
them = danger ; and that which. like the Horns 
of the Altar, was appointed for a Sanctuary, is 
turned into a Golgotha. - And fince this was the 
cale of. the Jews at that time, what could they 
expect but a ſpeedy Viſtation, and the ſeveriies 
of a juſt and unpartial Vengeance from God ? 


Nay, | | 
7, The Pro and Miniſters themſelves are 
accuſed of falleneſs and partiality in the Miniſtry 


of the Word ; The Prophets propheſy falſly,a charge 
trequently brought againſt them, and urcg'd as 
the occaſion of moſt, it not of all the wickedneſs 
committed by that People, and by conſequence, 
of allthe ines they at any rime groan'd un- 
der. Wicked Men are aptenough of chemlelves 
to commit Sin ; but when they are encouraged 
in it by thoſe that ſhould diflwade chem from it, 
whither will they not run ? nay, where will they 
ſtop? It the Builders of God's Temple daub 
wit 'd Mortar, no wonder if ic quickly 
fall : if choſe, that ſhould life up their Voices like 4 


the 
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(13) 
the Lethargy of Sin and carnal Security, fow Exverz. 


Pullows dnder all Arniboles, andlulth them 'th leep 
with che ſtill and {(mooth Veiceof Peace, Pace, Je.6.14 
when there 1s no Peace. What can be expected, buc 
that they ſhould remain lo ſtill, cill chey fleep. ia. 
Death, and are only awaken' d by eternal Miſe- 
ry ? And this was indeed the lamentable caſe of: 
this People, and no wonder it their Deſtruction; 
was unavoidable, ſince the only means of pre-: 
ventin it proved lo deceitful. 

8. They. are charg'd allo. with an: univerſal: 
love andliking of theſe ;. This People loa 7 3 
ta have it. fo. .., They were i leems, agreed, . | 

and conſenting together in Wickednels, noc only. 
givinge es up; to the. practice of ir, bur 
ging one another: in it. And when ance a 2:46, x... 

People « are +. ſetled on- their Lees, aned become. '*- 
Enemies to their own Mercies, no wonder if 
God ſearch them with Candles, and viſic their Ini- 
quity-with a Rod, and their Sin with . 
and then we may well (a to thera,as the Prophet 
doth at the end of F this Chapeer ( or rather black 


Bill of Indictment) - drawn up againſt them; 
What will ye do in the end bereof ? And this leads meV*- 31» 

to the third Particular, w becauſe it more 
nnncly comneameens, | baſcen unto, fince it is/ts 
enquire, by way ot. compariſon, berwecn usand 


them. 


NI. What 


. 2 Cor. 
Cx" IH, 


Ver. 6. 


Amo: 6. 


(14) —_— 


JI. What Reaſon we of this Nation have ts 
fear ſuch a Vilication? We are told by the Apo- 
ſtle, Whatever was written aforetime, was written for 
our Admonitiom. And the Judgments of God u 
on wicked Men had a double deſign, to puniſh 
them, and towarn us; therefore they are ſaid to 
be our Examples, to the intent we ſhould not luſt as 
they did. Now upon any remarkable Diſpenla- 
tion of God's Providence in that kind, it is natu- 
ral to us toinquire- into the Caule, for we know 
that God is too righteous to puniſh withour ir, 
and too merciful to delight in it; and when once 
we underſtand the true and juſt Reaſon of his 

ing, we do as naturally refle&t upon our 
elves; and it we fiad our Sins to be as great and 
as many as theirs, we cannot but expect that our 
Calamuties ſhould be ſo roo. Bur then here's 
our Miſery, we endeavour to ſtifle the Evidence 
of our own Conſciences,; we ſuffer theſe Impreſ- 
ſions to'wear off, and then, put far from us the Evil- 
day ; but now that we may no longer do fo, let 
us bur a lictle conſider our own Condition at pre- 
lent, that we-may not be brought into theirs at 
laſt; and this we may do by inquiring into three 
Thiogs. x. Our Sins. 2. Our Obligations to 
amend.. And, 3. The Calls and Warnings we 
have had. 


Firſt, 


<(r5) 

Firſt, Are-noc a——_— great as theits ? nay 
rather, are they not more and greater? The 
Charge indeed runs high againſt them, but when 
it comes to be brought againſt us, I fear ic will 
{well into a Flood. To compare it only with theirs 
is but co leflen it ; ler it have its full length and 
weight, and- it will be very black and large in- 
deed. The Prophet, it's true, reckons up leve- 
ral, but I ſhall confine my ſelf to three general 
Heads. 1. The Corruption of ous Minds, .as 

are: \werv'd from the Principles of Honeſty 
and Truth. 2.. The Corruption of our Morals, 
as our Manners are loole and wicked, 3. The 
Abuſe of our Profeſſion. in matters of Religion, 
as we are <ither relapſing from the Stedfaſtneſs of 
it, or opening a Gap by our natural Diviſions to 
let in our mortal Enemies to ruine and deſtroy 
both us and it. 

1, How are our Minds corrupted, and we de- 
g_ from the Principles of Honeſty and 

ruth ! What a great ſ{carcity of honeſt and righ- 
teous Men is there? in whom: can we conhde ? 


whom can we trult 2 For every Brother will ſup+ 7er.g.4. 


plant, and every Neighbour will walk with Slanders ; 


yea, even amongſt thole that ſay, They have known 7.5.5. 
the Mind of the Lord, and ſeen the Oper ation of bis p[41.18. 


Hands, what little Truth and :-Honeſty is there 5: 
to be found ? Is not Intereſt and a Party made 
the meaſure of upright dealing ? and the m__ 
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of an honeſt Man, only one of our own way ? 
.and yet come to try or trult him, and he is no 
longer (o,than it is for his own Advantage. Inte- 
reſt is the God we too much worſhip ; nay, ſuch 
fond and zealous Yoranes are we , 

we will proſticute- our {elves to things mean 
and ſordid, and far below our Station ; and ma- 
ny times offer up our belt Friends, nay, our 
own Conſciences; yea, God's Truth it ſelf in 
Sacrifice to it; yea, {o greatly are our Minds de- 
bauch'd by ſuch falſe and we Principles, 
that we are not only led into Error, but even de- 
light in our own Wandrings, and when any 
Means are offered to inform and direct us berter, 
we preſently luſpe&, and nickname them, and 
ule all the Art we can to render them fruitleſs and 
vain; and it once we can bur lay them under 
an odious Charatter, we are proof againſt all 
their moſt wholeſome Offers and Duedtions, 
Bur, 

2. Are our Morals much better than our Prin- 
ciples ? If our Lives be but look'd into, our Sins, 
* | fear, will be reaching unto the Clouds, and 
ſpreading themſelves ro every corner of the 
Land, not a Place nor Perion that is free. T6 
deſcend to Particulars is no: within the compaſs 
oFmy Time or Incention at preſent, but it may 
and'ought to be within yours: It is nor for me 
here to point, and (ay, Thou art the Man, bur ] 
think 


| T3 | 

think ic be cames every one of us to lay his 
hand upon his Heart, and to- cry, 1 am he. 
Perhaps we may not, nay, We cannot all of us 
be guilry of the ſame Sins; our Conditions, our 
Conſtitutions, our Relations, our Ages, our 
Ranks and Qualities in the World are different ; 
and there are particular Sins, incident to every 
one of thele, which poſſibly others may neither 
have Opportuinty, nor be in a Capacity to com- 
mit : Burthen there are others that are more ge- 
neral, which we may all of us run into, and 
which bardly any Rank or Condition can exem 
us from; and thele Fre Vices too common 
known and praftiſed amongſt us ; nay, 1 wi 
there were not too much cauſe to ſay, counte- 
nanced, juſtifed and gloried in. How fre- 
quently do Oaths and Curſes vent themſelves,nor 
only in our paſhonate, but in our moſt ſober and 
Jelibernte Diſcoutſes, as if we thought them the 
chiefelt Ornaments of Speech! How is Drun- 
kennels and Exceſs not only praftiled, bur, by 
ies frequency, made light of; nay, by many 
lictle Arts and Devices, which otherwiſe might 
be innocent enough, encouraged and promoted ! 
Good Hoſpitality , . chee Entertainments 
kind and grateful remembrances of Friends and 
Benefa&ors, may be uſeful and neceſſary ſome- 
times; but. when I muſt be-forc'd to drink up 
co another Man's meaſure or humour, and as 
D often 
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Ver. 8. 


Alts 26. 
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often. as he thinks fit to begin a Health, muſt be 
obliged to pledg it both in kind and quantity, 
This makes our Table to become our Snare, 
this turns innocent Mirth into Madneſs, a Love- 
Feaſt, as indeed all Feaſts ſhould be, into an 
heatheniſh Revelling, and a commendable Ho- 
ſpicalicy into Beaſtlinels and Senſuality. And then 
Rilo commonly another Sin, which is now 
become the Reproach and Scandal of our Age and 
Nation too, as if we would to a title make 
ood the Propher's Charge in this Chapter. Oar 
Fall feeding makes us luſtful and u ; nay, 
as if we would go beyong ir, we not only aſſem- 
ble by Troops in the Harlots Houſes, but we even 
take them into our own, and maintain them 
with more Delicacy and Tenderneſs, than is 
commonly afforded to a lawful Wife; yea, with 
greater Extravagance and Expencethan a nume- 
rous Family requires and needs. You know that 
what | ſay is too true; for to our ſhame be it ſpoken, 
Theſe things are not dons in a.Corner, for thete Vices 
donot only follow the Courts of Princes, and fly 
into the Country, but creep into the City too, 
God grant they never ſtep up upon the Bench ! 
Peſides which, what notorious Prophanation of 
God's Day is upon every happy return of it ro 
be ſeen, whilſt by ſome-it is neglected, and one 
half, of it ſlept away, and the other half as idlely 
ſpent, cither abroad in the Fields, it che Weather 
-xh = _ | __— 
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invite, or the pretence of going to hear ſome 
fam'd Preacher two or three Miles out of Town, - 
excuſe the irch of Curioſity and a rambling Hu- 
mour, or eMein a Tavern or in an Ale-houſe, 
where God's Name and Day are by a curſed 
Epitome both prophaned and abuſed rogether, 
and his Worſhip too ofcen entrenched upon : for 
thoſe Places are not only frequented when the 
Doors of God's Houle areſhur, and his publick 
Service ended, but even when they are open, and 
every good Chriſtian ſhould be engaged therein. 
Had we no Laws to prevent and reſtrain theſe 
things, they would only be Perſonal Sins ; but 
fince we have, and thoſe wholſome and ftron 
enough, the nor purring them in Execution, wi 

I fear, make them all become National. Be but 
then ſo faithful co your ſelves as to conſider what 
will be the end of theſe Things, whether God 
will not viſit and take Vengeance upon us, as well as 
upon others in the like Cale, and what we ſhall 
do then when he doth fo? Bur, 

3. From our Principles and Practices let us 
proceed to our Proteiſion and Behaviour in 
matters of Religion, and I am afraid our Hypo- 
criſie, Unbeliet, and Apoltacy, will be found as 
great as theirs, it not greater, by how muchche 
Religion we profeſs is more refin'd and clear, 
than theirs was. How infinitely we are beholden 
ro Almighty God for the Purity and Simplicity 
D 3 0 
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of his Goſpel; I need not tell you; I with 4r did 
not as fully dilcover the greatne(s of our Abuſe 
and Negle& of ic! We have, it's true, enjoyed it 
for many Years, and that not as it hath been 
mixed with the Traſh of the Church of Rome, 
bur as it hath been reſcued from-cheir facrilegious 
Hands, and reſtored to its native Plalnnets and 
Simplicity ;_ but alas, like che Children of Iſrael, 
when delivered out of Egypt, we are returning 
back. thither again, and think the Onions and 
Garlick of their Superſticious Fopperies better 
than the Milk and Honey of the belt Reformarti- 
on-that ever was. What Arts have been uſed to 
iatcoduce Popery ? and what a ready and cheer- 
ful Compliance have they met with by too too 
meny of us? Sothat we ſeem ready to apoſta- 
tize from that Truth, which Chriſt and his Apo- 
fles lefrus, and which by the Blood of ſo many 
Martyrs of our own Nation hath been lealed and 
confirmed to us. How many are there that are 


. making Friends of the unrighteous Mammon, and 


ſecuring, to themlelves an Intereſt amongſt thoſe, 
whom by the Laws of God and Man they ought 
to avoid,thereby betraying themſelves into thole 
Snares they pretend to fear, and which nothing 
bur ſuch a cowardly and ſordid Compliance can 
force them into. Blefled be' God, we have the 
Govyerament on our fide yet, the Laws are both 
our Warrant and  Detence, beſides which the 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon of our own Minds convinceth us, and 
the true Intereſt of our Country calls upon us to 


be valiant for the Truth, and therefore if we fall back 7e. .,, 
and forlake it, and ſwear by them that are no Gods, as ©? 5 7- 


in Popery we muſt, our Guilt will be almoſt, if 


not alrogether, unpardonable, How ſhall I par he Ver. 7. 


thee for this, ſaith God by the Prophet : But I ho 
better th ings of you, and things that accompany Salya- 
tion, tho I thus ſpeak, and that you will never wit- 
tingly do any thing that may be the occaſion of ſo 
great Milchief to your ſelves and Country. . But 
there is one thing, which if not ſpeedily preven- 
red, will before we are aware, let in that which 
we ſo much fear and cry out againſt, and which 
perhaps too too many of us more or leſs may be 
acceſlary to, | mean thole unnatural Hears and 
Diviſions amongſt our ſelves, amidſt which, 


e 
4 Heb.6. g 


tho we are not altogether fwerv'd from the Form, , 


t we are ſtrangely degenerated from the true 5. 


Spirit and Power of Godlineſs and Chriſtianity,which 


is indeed a moſt pernicious ſort of Apoſtacy; for a 7-* 3- 


falſe Religion, that's good natured and kind, gent!: 2k 
aud eaſy to be treated, 1s better than the Proteſſon 
of the truelt Religion in the World, that's accom- 
panied with Heart burnings and Animolitics, and 
immoderately heated by unchriltian Sctrites and 
Debates; and that this is our Caſe ar this Day is 
evident enough; but how fatal the Efte&ts and 
Conſequence thereof will be, I am afraid co think 
Ot ; 
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of. God of his Mercy divert the Omen, and 

unite us more farmly to himſelf, and to one ano- 

ther ; for whilſt there is eavying, ſtrife, and di- 

1 Cor,z, Viltons amongſt us, we.are not only carnal, and 

3. walk as Men; but whillt we foment and encou- 

Famer 3- rage thele things, we become earthly, ſenſual, yea, 

#5 16 deviliſh ; and then we mult needs introduce Confu- 

fron, and every evil Work : that which we fear will 

come upon us, yea, we ſhall bring it upon our 

ſelves; and then it will be roo late to.caquire 
Je.5-31 phat we ſhall do in the end thereof. Bur, 

Secondly,Since our Sins are ſo many and great, 

ler us, in imitation of the Prophets faichtulneſs 

in the Caſe,enquire into theObligations that have 

been laid upon usto reform and amend. He ag- 

gravartes their Sins with this Circumſtance, that 

they were ated by them, when God gave them 

Perſe 24+ Rain, both the former and latter in its Seaſon, and 

reſerved to them the appointed Weeks of the Harvelt : 

"*ſ-7. yea, when be fed them tothe full, that is, beſtowed 

upon them the - abundance of all outward 

Bleſſings. Andit upon an impartial inquiry in- 

tothe thing, it be found that Almighty God has 

been in all reſpets as bountiful unto us, we may 

as reaſonably expe&t that he ſhould call usto an 

account for the abule of his Mercies, as well as 

for the breach of his. Laws : yea, and more too, 

becauſe thele are a kind Obligation added to the 

Authority of the other; and there's nothing 

whets 
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whets and ſharpens the Sword of Juſtice more, 
than Ingracicude ; it gives indeed a double edge 
to it, the one fromthe Power that is lo juſtly in- 
cenſed, and the other from the Kindneſs that is 
ſo groſly abuſed. Well then, to conſider the 
Cale betore us, What variety of ſignal Mercies 
have we been blelt with for a long time toge- 
ther ? What miraculous and repeated Deliverai- 
ces have we had * What Attempts have been 
made upon our Peace and Tranquillity, and how 
ofcen have they been fruſtrated and diſappoin- 
ted? and may they forever belo, How often 
have our Lives and Liberties been ſtruck. at and 
aſſaulted ? and yet they have been as often reſ- 
cued and preſerv'd ; and may they be (o till, 
What deſperate Attempts have been made to de- 
ſtroy both our Religion and Government, and 
how graciouſly have they been protected and de- 


fended, and all this almoſt by Miracle; for we x. ., 


have, as it were,. only ſtood ſtill and ſeen the Sal- 13. 
vation of God. Upon the amazing Methods of 
which, as we have reaſon to look back with won- 
der and delight, ſo we have realon allo to refle& 
upon our own lngratitude. with horror and a- 
mazement ; eſpecially too, it we conſider that 
to all the publick Mercies which we have ſuch a 
comfortable ſhare in, there's not a Man of-us 
but. has many particular Bleſſings beſides, that 


deſerve. 


Pf. 139. 
17. 
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Jer.5.3 


—  —  — 


(24) 
deſerve as great a mealureof acknowledgment 
as the reſt, And when all thele thall be ſurmmed 
up together, ( and, '0 God, bow great #s the ſum 
wa them ! ) and wecall'd ro an account for rol} wn 
provement, wherewithal ſhall we appear ! what 
{hall we anſwer ! good God! what will become 
of us! Bur, 
" Thirdly, That which aggravated their Sin to 
the height, was the many — and Calls 
had to reform and amend ; and yer, (aid he, 
they have belied the Lord, and ſaid, It is not be , nei- 
ther ſhall evil come upon us, neitker ſhall we ſee the 
Sword or Famine : nay, the Prophets themſelves 
become Wind, and the Word is not in them. And 
this 1 am afraid will fill up the meaſure of our 
fins too : forhe hath often called us,and we have 
refuſed to hearken ; he hath given us many fair 
Warnings, but we have hardened our hearts a- 
gainſt them ; he hath ſhaken his Rod over us, yea, 
and ſometimes let us feel the ſmart of it, but we 
have refuſed to receive Corretion ; we have deafned 
our Ears to the louder and more dreadful Yoice 
of his Judgments, and hardned our Hearts againſt 
the ſtill and ſmooth Voice of his Word. He hath 
ſometimes come in flaming Fire, taking vengeance : 
and if, during the heat of its devouring Fury, we 
have been a lictle warm'in our Devotions, and 
ſomething melted into Repenrance ; yet as that 
bath 


(25 ) 
hath abated, we bave cool'd 4nd return'd, not 
only to our former, but have even contracted a 
far greater degree of hardneſs. Sometimes he 


hath enlarged the Commiſſion of his deſtroying ?(at.91. 
a” and made the Peſtilence, that walks im dark- *: 


, to waſte at noon-day:; And it amidſt dying 
Groans, and inteftious Fears, we bave been 
made to relent ; when they have been remoyed, 
{o have our Relentings too, and a greater Plague 
behind, even thas ot Sin, and hardneſs of Hearr. 
Sometimes he hath unſheathed che bloody Sword 
of War, and if amidſt the mercileſs and inhu- 
mane ters it has made, we have been for- 
cced to ſue tor Peace, how have we abuled it when 
we have had it, yea, eyen been weary of it too, 
*whilſt we have broke out into as unnatural, tho' 
not alrogether {o bloody a War againſt one ano- 
ther ? Bleſled be God, our Swords are not yet 
drawn, but aur Tongues and our Pens are, and 
with thele we cut like a ſharp Razor; and in- 
ſtead of uniting in our praiſes ro' God for our Ci- 
vil Peace and Plenty, we are diſtracting our own 
Devotions, yea, and provoking, (I had almoſt 
laid deyouring) one another, whillt our- Adver- 
ſaries, in the day they look for, ( which' God 

rant may never come) will make no difference, 
- ſwallow us up together, and laugh at us too, 
to lee how dextrouſly we do their Work for ther 
| | E our 
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our (eſves. Bur this is not all; for theſe and many 
others of the like nature have been. back'd and 
enforc'd upon us, by many ſeaſonable and pious 
Diſcourſes. The Miniſters of the Goſpel have 
applyed themlelves ro the Times, Places, and 
Perſons they have liv'd in, and been ſentunto ; 
and yer | am afraid, inſtead of hearkening and 
inclining the Ear, we have too roo many of us 
hardened our Hearts, and done worſe than our Fa- 
thers: andift fo, what can we expe, bur that he 
ſhould deal worſe by us than ever he hath done 
yet? for that's always the method of his pro- 
ceedings. When he varies the method of his Pro- 
vidence, and finds that neither Kindneſs nor Se- 
verity will work upon us, but that we eaſily 
break all the (ords of bis Love, and ruſt under the 
very File, his Patience is ſoon turned into Fury, 
his Piry into-an implacable Revenge ; his Mercy 
adds both {peed and weight unto his Juſtice, and 
transforms a moſt compaſſionate Father into a 
conſuming Fire ; for God will certainly viſit for 
theſe things, where-ever they are, his Soul will be 
avenged on fuch a Nation, let its outward condi- 
tion be what it will : And this leads me to the 
fourth and laſt Particular, which is to en- 
qure, 
£0726 
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IV. What 
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IV. What we are todoin tet "A: Caſe/nd 
under IS a5-ours are: That we 
have bia notoriouſly guilty of the Breach of God's 
Laws, bemori-xd wy all rhat h& harh done to 
keep us within the bounds of otit'Dury and Obe- 
dience, cannot be denied; rhat we are therefore 
in very great danger of being very leverely hand- 
led, it not atterly deſtroyed, 15 apparently evident 
to all, that are-not obſtinately refolv'd*rorun all 
hazards, rather 'than take' vp and amend: "It's but 
natnral and rdalonable then nforis 65 angie what 
we are to'do to prevent our own Ruine, and no 
longer cry out only, and complain of the darige- 
rous Times we live int ; but'to be very ſpeedy in 
our Reſolutions what to do ro- make them heeret: 
And here ſuppoſe every one will be ready to'rell 
you what's to be done. Some cry, Operratid 
enlarge the Church-doors,and let ifi the Diftenters, 
indthen all will be well; others ery, Are ther 
ont, or we {hatt 'never be- ar Peace. * Sometry, 
Away with Impoſitions and Ceremonies, the Re- 
liques of Popery and Earneſt of irs Return : O- 
thers complant of' Schiſm and Separarion, Fatti- 
on and Sedition, that che Piffenters do'the Je- 
fairs Work; and yon may as well tollerare 'the 
orie, as connive at the- other. Some found otir 


Peace aidvit Plenty in a general Toleration; 
others 
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others tell you, Ir's the next way to Ruine and 
Confu and; all this, while few or none will 
take.any Advice but their. own , ſo that amid(t 
the ſeveral Preſcriptions, we are ready to periſh, 
and that not becaule we want Help,but rather be- 
cauſe we have tao much, our Danger not bei 
lo oP FIPER Ou —_ as the Mantonts 
Di at of our Phylttians ; tor whillt the 
are bi puting what's fitteſt for us to take, = 
Diſtemper grojns upon. us,” and. before we- can 
agree, we. languiſh and die. For may-part. I ſhall 
not. prefurne. tg interpole this, way,'. but {ball 
leave all chings of this nature to my Superiours, 
to whom they properly belong, relolving to be 

pedient in all things, as. far as a good Conlci- 
ence will give me Leave, and where it'will not, 
to. endeavour ' with as much Cheertulneſs as 1 
canto ſuffer and ſubmic; and I think ic would 
benever the worle for us, .if we would. all of us 
do. ſo too. Belides which, 1 have. only two or 
three OE £0 408 farther: by way 'of Exhorta- 
tion, and [hall then conclude, : 


1. Tha ffs te. Kat we endeavour to-make 
our Peace, 'w! as 1peedily, as we-can, by 
an unfeigned Repentance and thorough Refor- 
mation. Our Comtort is, that we haye a God 
to deal with us, that is as xeady/ta receive us, as 

4129 | we 
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we car be to returh unto him ; and deſires to 

be ac Peace with us, as much as: we can do, that 

get molt by ir, Now fiace it is not the diſtance 

of his Heighth and Creatnels, nor the Severity 

and Rigour of his Nature, but our Iniquities that 1/a.59.2. 

have ſeparated between 1s and our God: The ſpeedy _ 

breaking off of them will be the moſt efte&ual = * ha 
, way to procure a lengthening of our Tranquility ; and 

indeed it cannot reaſonably be expected any 7, . 

other way ; For who ever hardned himſelf againſt 

God, and proſpered? We may be let alone tor a 

time ; but to think that ſhall always be fo, is 

as ablurd and fooliſh a Concluſion as can be; for 

the longer we have been ſpared, the lels time 

3s behind. The more we- have been ſuffered 
to multiply our Sins, the ſooner will the meaſure 

of them be filled up. The longer God's Hand 

has been with-held, the higher it has been lifted 
up, and the Heavier ic will fall at laſt. For God's 
fake then, and your own, for your Country's 
and Religions lake ; yea, for the lake of all that's 
near and dear to you, that you may no more lee 
Beauty turned into Aſhes, and Death riding triumphantly - 54 
uponis Pale Horſe through all your Streets, and 
the Sword deyouring any more Fleſh, That you , _.. 
may not be puniſhed ſeven times more, and worle 26. 18. 
than you have been, think of thele things, and 
think often and leriouſly of thera too, and ſuffer 

nor 
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not the Impreſſions bo n Refleftions cor 
monly make, to wear oft again without doing 
their deſired and neceflary Work, Let not your 
Repencance be only a crying our of the Sins of 
others, which is rather a venting the Spleen, 
than a true humbling of the Soul : Nor let it 
be exerciſed upon your ſelves upon ſome ſolemn 
Occaſions only, and whilſt you are under the 
Strength and Power of a preſent Conviewon, 
which is indeed for the moſt part bur like chrow- 
ing a little Water upon the Fire, which though 
it may damp it a little for the 'prelent ;- yer 
afterwards it makes it burn the fiercer, but ler 
it be ſeen in a conſtant and regular Diſpoſition 
of Mind, fortified with firm Relolutions:to're- 
rurn no more unto Folly,and in a'conſtant endea- 


m, 3, Your to keep all the Commandments o* God 


4s certainly the moſt eftectual thing trothe'making 
za ot 


without Partiality, and without 


riſy ; for elſe 


"we ſhall bur ſweep and. garniſh the +Houle for 


ſeven worſe Spirits, that will not be fo. eaſily-caſt 


2, out, but will make our latter End worſe than or BE 


gmnny7. 


2, Be exhorted to maintain and -prorhore 
Peace and Concord amonglt all Men. Next to 
Peace wich God, without which all other ſecvri- 
ty will prove deceittul, Uniry amongſt our ſelves 
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of us an People. and till that be atrain'd; 
we may polbbly be quiet, but we ſhall never be 
ſafe. We are continually liable to the malice of 
our Enemies, and nothing expoſes us, and en- 
courageth them more, than our unnatural Divi- 
fons amongſt our ſelves; by thele they grow 
upon us _ and indeed, their greateſt Scrata- 
gem is, to foment and encreaſe them, as well 

nowing it in vain to make any other Afſaults 
upon us. Should they invade us with their whole 
Power and Strength, we might then poſſibly u- 
nite, and, under God, be certainly too hard for 
them : This they know, and fear, and therefore 
dare not attempt us openly, but hope for an 


ealy Victory, when,” like Gideon, they ſee every Jug. 7. 
HMan's Sword againſt his fellow. And thall we ** 


now give them luch an Opportunity ? God for- 
' bid! and yetl fear we areina very fair way to 
it, and there's nothing certainly can prevent it, 
but by doing what in us lies, to live peaceably with 
all Men; and this I am per{waded that all of you 
know and believe. But then, here's our misfor- 
tune ; though we all of us cry aloud for Peace, 
yet as long as we expeCtir only in our own way, 
we are never like to have it. It's next to an im- 
poſſibility, char all the World ſhould in every 
thing be of one and the ſame mind ; bur yet for 
al that, there's no neceſiry that we ſhanld- 


wrangle 


Rom, 12; 
I 


$8. 
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wrangle and fall out, as alas we too frequencly 
do ; and yet when we have what we defire, it's 
many times not wotth the Buſle we make to ob- 
tainit, Moſt of the Diſputes that are railed a- 
mongſt us, have more ot Heat and Paſſion, In- 
tereſt and Pride, than weight of Reaſon in them : 
Nay, the greateſt Matters in Coatroverſic, do 
neither need nor require that fiercenels and heat 
with which they are too ofren managed ; nay, 1 
fear, they are greatly worſted by ir. The great- 
eſt Matters in the Debate between us and the 
Diſſenters, are in the general owned on both 
fides. We very truly, and upon good ground, 
urge the neceſfity of Obedience to lawful Autho. 
rity ; nor do they deny the truth of it, they only 
plead an Exemption for Conlcience-ſake, when 
any thing unlawful is required ; and this we can- 
not deny neither ; only here's the Queſtion, Whe- 
ther thele things are unlawful or no? And cannor 
this now be argued without all this eagerneſs and 
heat ? Cannot we diſpute, but we mult be read 

to devour ? Muſt our Diſputes, which are the 
beſt ſort of Chriſtians, make us ceale to be Men ? 
and by contending for the Church, hazard che 
ruine of the State. Certainly this temper does 
very ill become the Name of a Chriſtian, and 
does by no means anſwer the great Ends and 


Purpoſes of the Goſpel. Men's Minds are not 


ro 


CB nos of 
to be corivinced- by hard Names, and ill Latw 
guage, but by Truth and Righr Reaſony and 

t roo urg'd with good Nature and Love; for 
even Truth it (elf is recommended to us under 
the greateſt diſadvantage that can be, when it's 
accompanied with fherceneſs and paſſion ; ſuch. 
an everlaſting Truth is St. James's Aſſertion, That 
the Wrath of Man worketh nat the Righteouſneſs of 
God. 

Now if the Government think fit to require 
ſuch things of us, and we all profeſs it our duty 
to yield an active Obedience, as far as with a 
good Conſcience'vve can, and vvhere vve can- 
not, toſubmir, bur by no means to reſiſt ; vyhat 
hinders us bur that we may do this withoue flying 
at one anothers Throats, to the diſturbance of 
theGovernment, to the ſcandal of Chriſtianity, 
and t6 gur own certain Ruin and Confuſion ? Ir 
is:not for private Chriſtians ( and of ſuch only [ 
am ſpeaking) to manage themlelves after this 
ſort, - but rather, 4s the ElefF of God, to put on 


bowels .of Mercy, Kindneſs, bhumbleneſs of Mind, cu. v 
Meekneſs, Long: ſuffering, forbearing one another, and 12, 13+ 


forgiving cone anather, even as 'God for ( brift's' ſake 
ſhall forgive us ; tor withour this temper we ſhall 
never be fecure andlafe. Let us then at length 
keoarn unto a better Mind, : and in-all things a& 
according to the Duty of -our Places, andepe 

F cially 


a 


( 34) 
cially in this ; feeing-when we have wrangled and 
vex'd. one. another as long as we can,' we can 


neither make new Laws, nor alter the Old; our 
Duty and Buſineſs therefore is, ro ſubmir peace- 
ably to them we have, and to make our con- 
dition under them, as ealy and as-comfortable as 
we can, ll God thall find out a way to mend it. 
And 1a the mean tnume, 


;, Laltly, Ler us pray unto that God, by 
whom Kings Reign,; aud Princes decree Juſtice, to in- 
{pire the Heart of the King with true heavenly 
Witdom ; and to guide and direct all others, that 
are or {hall be called ro Publick Aftipns and 
Counlels,. and are thereby any. ways concern'd 
in the adminiſtration of--Juſtice, and making of 
Laws, that ſome efteftual Means may. be found, 
in a Legal and Chriſtian way, to compoſe our 
Differences, and heal our Breaches ; And that he 
would alſo, in the mean time, allay thoſe Un- 
natural - and Unchriſtian Diltempers of our 
Minds, and diſpoſe us to a more ſober and up- 
right walking betore him.; to a ready and true 

iſtian ſubmiſhon to the Government we live 
under, and are (o happy in the conſticutions of ; 
and toan uniyerſal and unteigned Love and Cha- 
rity to one another ; that ſo when God ſhall 
come to viſit us, as certainly he will, it may be 
a 


(35) 
a Viſitation of Mercy and Kindneſs, and not of 


Fury and Indignation ; that his whole Heart, and J*-32. 
his whole Soul, may rejoice over us to do u8 good ; and ** 
not to be provoked to execute Vengeance upon 

US, 


Which God of bis infmite Mercy grant, for the 
ſake, andin and through the Merits of the ever bleſſed 
Jeſus ; To whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Flonour, Glory, and 
Praiſe. Amen. 


